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Durga is the goddess of power or ShaktL It is believed that
Rama, the hero of Ramayana, invoked the goddess Durga for
supernatural aid in his campaign against Ravana, the demon
king of Lanka. This period of festivities is called Dasara in the
North, when Ram Lila performances, representing principal inci-
dents of the Ramayana, are held every day. The Ram Lila ends
wilh the defeat and death of Ravana, whose immense effigy is
set fire to and blown up with fireworks at the conclusion of the
performance.

In Mysore, colourful celebrations of Dasara have been con-
tinuing without a break ever since 1610 A.D.when the then ruler,
instituted the observance of Dasara on a grand scale. The cere-
mony takes place in the vast throne room of the palace, where
the Maharaja holds a ten day durbar. He wears gorgeous dresses
in glorious golden and silver brocade each evening. These festivities
attract large crowds from all parts of India. The whole palace
is brilliantly lit up and troops go on parading adjacent to the durbar.
The worship of the State Sword is an impressive ceremony on
the ninth day of the festival. The Sword is placed in the palanquin
drawn by decorated bullocks.

On the last day of Dasara, there is a grand procession with
the Maharaja riding on profusely decorated elephant. The troops,
palace guards and magnates go in a procession and return in a
torchlight procession to the palace in the evening.

The fast ofNavaratri is said to be observed inmemoryofa similar
fast. Rama observed to propitiate Durga when he was fighting
the battle of Lanka. On the eight day of Navaratrl Rama killed
Ravana. He performed a sacrifice as thanksgiving on the ninth
day and on the tenth he started on his journey to Ayodhya, in
memory of which Dasara is celebrated.

Dasara is considered to be an auspicious day for starting on
military expeditions. Children in some pans of India begin their
education on Vijaya Dasami Day.

It is said that when Yudhishtira was on his way to Virata,
ho began to praise mentally the supreme goddess, Durga, born
of Yasoda and fond of the boons given by Sri Narayana- She
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